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	A clever person turns big troubles into little ones and little ones into none at all.
(China) 


	COMING EVENTS


	IMPORTANT DATES




	ISAT Reading Success

ISAT includes reading tests for all students in grades 3-8.  

One way to help your child succeed is to ask your child questions about what they read.  

Tell them to write their answers to the questions you ask.  Then discuss them.

Questions to ask after your child reads a story—or watches a television show.

> Who is your favorite character?  Why do you like that person best?

> What choice did one character make?  Why?  What happened because of that choice?

> What do you think people can learn from this story?  

Questions to ask after your child reads about history or science—or watches a TV program.

>  What were the most important facts you learned?  Make a list.

>  What do you think a good title for this report would be?  Look at your list. 

>  For a topic about the environment: What would you tell people to do based on this report?

>  For a history topic: What lesson can people learn today from this history?

Ask other questions that you think of as you watch TV or read with your child.

This is a good way to help children think and learn more any time—not just for ISAT.

In recognition of Black History Month, watch a TV program or read a biography or history,

and ask your child to write an answer to this question: 

What is the legacy of this African American leader?


	ISAT Health Reminder



	Be sure your child eats a healthy breakfast on test days.  That is important every morning, but is especially important on test days.
	Be sure your child gets a good night’s sleep during ISAT testing.  That also is important every night but especially when it’s test time.


	Community Resources
The Chicago Park District has many resources for your family, including Black History Month activities.  You can find out what’s happening at the parks near you by using the internet: http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com  

or by calling 312-742-PLAY.  

Contact them now to find out about spring break and summer vacation programs.


	
	Chicago Resources
February is Black History Month.

Children can learn about Black History at the DuSable Museum of African American History.

It is located at 740 East 56th Place.

More information is available at 773-947-0600 or
www.dusablemuseum.org 


ISAT Math Progress
	Students in grades 3-8 take ISAT math tests.
	

	To help your child succeed on the ISAT math test and every day in school, practice math “facts”.  

Students need to know the times tables.  Work with one number each day, from 2-12, for 11 days.  Practice with lists or cards—put the multiplication on one side, the answer on the other.   Then mix up the cards and ask your child to tell the answer.

Turn this into a game.  Have your children draw the multiplication problem from a pile of problems.  The first child who gets the answer correct keeps the card.  
	Students will write about how they solve problems.  Help them practice that, too.

> Give them a problem to solve.  

> Then ask them to write out how they solved it.

> Then ask them to explain why they solved it this way.  For example, if they multiplied, why did they do that?  They could have added.  (The answer is that multiplication is a fast way to add a lot of numbers.)  

This can be a family activity if your child explains the math to other children. 

But it is very important that your child also write their ideas— for the test and to learn more.
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